Padma Shri

MS. NIRMAL RISHI

Ms. Nirmal Rishi is the face of Punjabi cinema and has an immense
contribution in the field of art and culture.

2. Born on 1% November, 1943, Ms Rishi received her Bachelor of Arts degree
from the University of Rajasthan in 1966 and M.ED degree from Punjab University
Patiala. She also did her M. Phil. degree in physical education in 1989. She is widely
recognized as a renowned actress and for her contribution to the Punjabi theatre
and movies. She has played roles in many popular stage dramas and revolutionary
roles in Punjabi and Hindi cinema too. She also worked as a casual feed worker on
project folklore literature department, Punjabi University Patiala.

3. Ms. Rishi has a long history of commendable plays to her credit since 1967
with Mr. Harpal Tiwana and Mrs Neena Tiwana's Punjab Kala Manch international
repertory company. These include Kanak di balli, Mela munday Kudiyan da, Hind di
Chadar, Sirhind di Deewar, to name a few. Her performances won her much
appreciation and many awards throughout Punjab and on international level under
the banner of Punjab Kala Manch and Punjabi Folk Theatre international
production. She also assisted in the establishment of Harpal Tiwana foundation
and is its Life Trustee. The character of Gulabo Massin in the Film Long the Lishkara
made her very popular among the Punjabi audiences worldwide. Diva bale saari
raat, Suneha, Uccha dar babe nanak are some of her serials. Other than this many
TV Serials, home videos and telefilms are also to her credit.

4. Ms. Rishi has been conferred with various prestigious awards from time to
time, including Sahitya Academy Award from the then President of India Late Shri
Pranab Mukerjee, award for the contribution to Punjabi theatre by Language
Department Punjab, Punjab Arts Council Award for contribution to Punjabi theatre,
honour by Calgary Sikh Association Alberta Canada, Toronto for direction and role
in Dukhdey Kaliery. She was honoured with prestigious Canada Flag by Canadian
MP. She also got PTC channel film awards for supporting actress.
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